
Three Prongs of the Harvest Pitchfork!

We recently spent a few days in chapel covering the beginning
of John 4 - the story of the woman at the well. I enjoyed walking
through this text with our men and saw more application for the
men of PRM than I had before!

Jesus leaves Jerusalem to avoid premature showdown with the
Pharisees and heads back to Galilee, taking along his brand new
disciples! I love that verse 4 states,!Now He had to go through
Samaria." Jews would rarely pass through Samaritan country due
to the centuries of hate that existed between them. But Jesus!had"
to go through Samaria!# .and we quickly learn why!

Around lunchtime they came to a well. Jesus was tired and
sent His disciples into town to buy food. I see some humor in this
scene# . these new disciples, deep in Samaritan territory, are not
sure how they will be received. Jesus tells them to go interact with
the Samaritans in the nearby town and to spend their money on
Samaritan food! What a stretch for these young followers of Jesus!!
But the lesson here is that where He sends us we must go! Political
and social boundaries no longer exist!

Back at the well, Jesus encounters a woman who has come to
draw water at the hottest part of the day. We gather from the
following verses that she probably came at noon in order to be
alone. She had a reputation in her community as one who could not
keep a husband, but who always wanted a man. She was a political

outcast because she was a
Samaritan, a social outcast because
she was a woman, and an outcast in
her community because of her
lifestyle$ she was an outcast
among outcasts!!!! Life was surely
empty and meaningless for this poor
woman.

In the verses that follow we
watch our Savior treat her with gentleness, kindness, and
patience. She repeatedly dodges His questions, but He
masterfully guides her back to what is most important.
Overwhelmed by her time with Jesus, she runs back to town to
tell others to come meet the Man Who is perhaps the Messiah!!

This beautiful story shows a Savior Who is not turned off by
a person's race, color, nationality, or their past. Jesus goes out of
His way to encounter her# to confront her sin# and to redeem
her! Many of the men at PRM have a hard time believing that
God actually has any interest in their lives given the mistakes of
their past!

What a treasure the Scriptures are# to show us a God Who
loved the world enough to send Jesus, to go to great lengths to
save us!! Thank you for being our ministry partner at PRM!!!!

A Note from Alan - OUR OVERCOMERS!!!
Alan DeFriese,Superintendent

the newsletterPENINSULA RESCUE MISSION
OCTOBER 2017

Three Prongs of the Harvest Pitchfork!
It's ! Time" again in Virginia. This wonderful season calls to mind
Scriptural observations. , was a time of joy, celebrated in Israel with a
festival called !Shavuot," the firstfruits. Isaiah 9:3 speaks of the !gladness of ."
In our Lord we find the only true joy to be had in life. Nehemiah wrote that !the joy of the Lord is your
strength." It is a blessing to see folks finding joy because the Rescue Mission ministers to them.

, is a Biblical symbol of souls being
gathered in for the Lord. The most famous is likely Christ's
parable of the sower and the seed (Matthew 13).  Psalm
126:6 reminds us that the end result of !bearing precious
seed" is the bringing in of !sheaves." Each time a precious
soul receives Christ at PRM, the Gospel-reaping continues
in the soul- . , God's law given through Moses
had a -time command for the provision of food for
the needy (Deuteronomy 24:19). The !haves" left some
grain in the fields or some grapes on the vines, and the
!have-nots" had to do some work to !glean" behind the
reapers. Through PRM, many of you continue to help us
feed the !have-nots" by your generous sharing. We thank
God for a ministry that affects heart (joy), soul
(conversions), and body (feeding the hungry).
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Dress is business casual.

We are currently taking
reservations through ,

or until all seats are taken.
October 13

Call for reservations.
A love offering will be taken.

380-6909

Liberty Baptist Church
1021 Big Bethel Road

Hampton, Virginia

We would like for you to join us
at the PRM Appreciation Banquet
for an evening where we focus on

The Goodness of GodThe Goodness of God



Dan Autry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Shirley Autry

David Bennett. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anna Nash

Donald Blackwell. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Constance Blackwell

Charles L. Bull. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lee Bull

Doug Connell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Arlene Connell

Jerry Blackstone Copes . . . . . . . . . . Mr. & Mrs. L. Wallace Sink

Jerry Blackstone Copes . . . . . . . . . . . . . Charlie & Lois Joseph

Jerry Blackstone Copes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jody Forsyth

Jerry Blackstone Copes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wilma Quan-Forsyth

Jim Faris . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dad & Mom

Ken Fowler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John & Elizabeth Whistler

Shirley Fowlkes, wife . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . William Fowlkes

Margaret M. Gowen. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Doris H. Lassiter

Lucenia Hargrave . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jimmy & Bettie Faris

Harold Gray. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marilyn Lyles

Edna Hamby . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mr. & Mrs. John Neher

O.D. & Ione Hedrick . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Don & Linda Hedrick

Marvin Hoffler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Linda Hoffler

Mary Joyner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mr. F. A. White and Family

Elmer Keatts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mary Keatts

Barb Kirkpatrick . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jerome & Brenda Robbins

Rev. Jim Lindley. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lena Lindley Brammer

Norris Mason . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marjorie M. Lambert

Kristie L. McCrary. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Parlie McCrary

Paul L. Means. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Judy Means & family

Rob Pullen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mom & Teri

Esteva Newbill Sawyer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NNHS Class of 1943

E. B. Shorter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jerome & Brenda Robbins

Leon K. Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nancy Fenton

Leon K. Smith. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Doris Price

Leon K. Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . George & Winnie Silk

Leon K. Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ward Scull, III

Lloyd !Sonny" Sorenson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mary Sorenson

Nelson B. Stall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June Wolfley

Nelson B. Stall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Shirley & R. E. Faison

S. Wallace Stieffen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NNHS Class of 1943

Thelma & Elijah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vince & Nancy Snidow

Eunice Williams. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Billy Williams

I recently heard a conference speaker share about one of the key issues we see among the men
at the Peninsula Rescue Mission. He explained that !the opposite of addiction is not sobriety. The
opposite of addiction is connection." While PRM is not an addiction recovery facility, this truth
applies to what we do and the men we help.

There are numerous reasons a person might become homeless - addiction, mental illness, family
tragedy, and many others. Quite often the men find themselves living in a sort of solitary
confinement, with little or no connection to family, friends, church, or God. Directing the men
towards government housing options or drug treatment programs doesn't address the real issues that underly their
becoming homeless or addicted. These options usually deal only with the symptoms, and rarely lead to long term success.

Painful truths lie at the heart of most homeless stories, many starting with childhood abuse. Hopelessness, isolation, mental
and emotional stress often lead to the point of homelessness
with the burdens of life seemingly too great to face. Our men
need more than time off the street, distance from their
temptation, or behavior modification. For a lasting effect the
cure must heal their heart and soul, providing real hope,
forgiveness, and trust-filled relationships.

At PRM we share the love of Christ, the hope and restoration he
offers, by serving their immediate needs, offering connection
with God and friends, and pointing them towards the fulfilling life
God wants for us all. Your support offers more than a bed and a
meal; it offers hope, healing, and connection. Thank you.

It is amazing to see how God works at the Rescue Mission. I want to
briefly share the story of a young man named Skyler. Skyler was in the
United States Navy, and through a series of events, found himself
walking through the front doors of the Rescue Mission in January of this

year. Skyler was a professing Muslim. He volunteered at the thrift
store, and shortly after joined the Overcomer's Program. For a

while, Skyler did not smile much, nor did he talk much. He
started asking questions about the Christian faith, and we had many long talks that
were centered around the Gospel. For a couple of months, Skyler still had more
questions than he had answers. He got plugged in at a local church where he was
able to meet people that poured into his life. Skyler felt God's presence at a
Christian concert held at the Rescue Mission in August, and he accepted Jesus

Christ as his Lord and Savior! Skyler is a different person now than he was when he first started coming to the store! Once
a guy who never smiled, now a guy who you rarely see not smiling! God can reach anyone in any situation, even when it
does not seem possible. Thank you for continuing to pray for the guys at the mission and for the guys who come out to the
store each day. Your prayers are truly being answered!

Blake!s Block - A CHANGED LIFE
Blake O!Brien,Director of Thrift Store Ministries

John!s Journey - CONNECTIONS
John Twigg,Assistant Superintendent

In Memory of... Given by...

In honor of Family . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dick & Deanna Capps

Jonathan Latham's birthday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Christine Latham

Maggie Madson (Mom). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Carolyn Pinckard

Vince Snidow's birthday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nancy Snidow

Larry Turlington's 70th Birthday . . . . Jerome & Brenda Robbins

In Honor of... Given by...

MEMORIALS that live.

In Memory of... Given by...

Worthy of HONOR.

Mission Needs.

Thanksgiving is right around the corner! As you plan your
personal holiday giving or group collections please

consider helping us with these items: canned pie fillings,
cranberry sauce, stuffing mix, 5lb bags of flour, and 5lb
bags of sugar. These donations will help us provide

Thanksgiving meals to those in need here on the
Peninsula. Thank you!

Mission Moment.

Daily conversations with our volunteers serve as a
constant reminder of the blessing you are to the PRM and
most importantly to those we are serving. Day after day
and year after year you are here sharing Christ's love. I
spoke today with one family who has been serving with
us for 28 years now, what a legacy of giving! Thank you

from all of us at PRM!


